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PUBLIC HEARING #1
Mayor Browning opened the first hearing at 6:28 by summarizing the public hearing notice: This public hearing is being held to discuss a proposed addendum to a local law that would prohibit the placement of any snow or ice onto any private property owned by another without that owner’s consent. The Mayor asked if anyone would like to speak for this proposed addendum.

David Robinson of 163 Slindes Woods said he would be in favor of the law. 
Verna Baker, whose father Vernon Belge lives at 310 Helen Street said that they had a problem this year with blowing snow on their neighbor’s property because the yards are so close together and if it’s unintentional she feels it’s too extreme and would waste the time and resources of the police trying to enforce it.

Tom Mattimore owner of 103 Lynhurst Avenue said he is for the law because Mercedes Beauty Parlor plows their parking lot and pushes the snow into an open ditch on his property that results in his basement flooding.  He has tried talking to them but they said there is nowhere else to place it.

Ken Ryan of 211 Herman Drive said he is against the new law and thinks it is 
“ridiculous”.  Why should the whole village pay for a quarrel between two people?  How would the DPW clean the sidewalks? Every time they clean them they are putting snow on someone’s property. 
Paul Linnertz of 312 Helen Street said he is against this law since the village has survived ninety-six years without it.   He stated that during the February 10th meeting the Village Attorney said, that the Village does not get involved in civil matters, and he agrees with that.  He then presented the board with a series of inkjet photo prints of snow piles that are partially in a roadway and said that the roads in the village are obstructed by snow and there is a law on the books forbidding that, where is the enforcement?  When asked where the photos were taken Mr. Linnertz said (the first four (4) are on Millen Drive). He further stated, “If this law is adopted what is next grass clippings and leaves? This is ridiculous.”  If a fire hydrant were on someone else’s property and needed to be cleared would I be violating this law if I clear it? The Village needs to worry about the real issues like the financial problems that we have and the continued viability of our village and not on frivolous local laws.

Mayor Browning said we are working on the financial issues and take it very seriously, however this was a concern of our citizens and it is our duty to listen and that’s why we are having this hearing.  

Maurice Isaac of 306 Helen Street said this man here is the reason (gesturing to Mr. Linnertz).  He stated that they are neighbors and both Mr. Linnertz and his son blow snow on his side yard and they know he and his wife can’t get to rake the snow off their roof because of all the snow blown on their yard, and they have a generator in the back they can’t get to either. My wife and I clean up as best we can but they just do it again, and again.  
Mayor Browning asked if there were any other comments for or against.  The Mayor asked two more times if anyone wished to speak; no one responded.  The first public hearing was closed at 6:38 p.m.
PUBLIC HEARING #2

Mayor Browning opened the second public hearing to discuss the rezoning of 137 Gertrude Street from an R-9 (Residential) district to an R-SR (Residential Senior Citizen’s) district.   The floor was turned over to Hal Romans of Ianuzzi and Romans to present the plans and reason for the rezoning request.  
Mr. Romans presented drawings of the 1.21 acres of property that his client has a purchase offer to buy the church located on that property pending approval of the board for re-zoning.    Mr. Romans presented a conceptual rendition of the same property with a three story apartment structure with the church in place.  According to code, the numbers of units allowed on the property are twenty one (21) units, with 1 space per unit of parking space, his concept drawing depicts 31 parking spaces, landscaping for buffering.  The church would be used for an office and community room, exercise room, or possibly more storage space. There will be a gabled roof system, little balcony porch ways, a lot of windows, and an elevator in consideration of the senior tenants.  There will be upgrades to the facade of the church to transition in with the entire project.  I know the County Planning Board has to review this at their next meeting on March 17th so this Board cannot vote on this tonight and we’ll have to come back for at least one more meeting.   There will be sufficient green spaces to accommodate the drainage.
Mayor Browning then invited the residents to come to the microphone with any questions or comments.

Peter Asterino 111 Gertrude Street. Wanted to know what the area to the right of the church was zoned and when was it zoned that way?  Mr. Romans replied “RM” multiple residential.  He had no idea when it was zoned RM.  Mr Asterino wanted to know when it was changed and he stated he will be up to the Village Hall to find out.  He said he is dead set against this project because this is a residential one block street they are proposing to put a three story apartment complex on.

Richard Curran of 130 Gertrude Street said the current water and  sewer lines that service Gertrude were put in during the 1960’s, more than 40 years ago.  The last time these people were here (referring to Mr. Romans and Mr. Loscomb) they said it would be a two story structure with approximately thirteen (13) units, now it’s twenty one units and three stories. How are they going to handle an additional twenty-two more hook ups to it? Is there an engineering or DPW 

study to address the impact?  Gary Wilmer said it was too close for him to call and he wanted an engineer to look at it.  Mr. Wilmer further stated that this not only affects the residents of Gertrude Street, but all of the other lines that connect to it.  Right now I have a list of seven different complexes for Senior Citizens in the North Syracuse area and we have the residents of Gertrude Street in unanimous opposition to this project, so how can you possibly justify going ahead with this ill advised project?

Mike Defranco of 132 Gertrude said he has the dumpsters from the Mr. Second’s store in his back yard area and there is the constant banging and clanging going on, which he feels should be a noise ordinance issue, but he doesn’t want it to becoming at him from both sides of the street since this proposed complex will have to have dumpsters too.  Also the traffic is already too fast and too heavy in their neighborhood, and it will just intensify with this project.  The road going in or out of the apartments will be along the side of one of the residential houses and the lights from the cars will be pointing into his windows at night.  He is very much against rezoning.

Mr. Asterino wanted to know if the Board has to entertain all requests that come to them. 

Attorney Heather Cole said he was right; no one is entitled to a zone change.  The Board has accepted the application and that’s why they are holding a public hearing so the residents can be heard on the request.
Ken Ryan said he doesn’t live on Gertrude, but he would never want that building on his street.  He said we have given away the village land to these senior citizen complexes and there are no taxes coming in from them.  Why would we want to have another property that doesn’t pay taxes with the money problems we have already.  Mayor Browning and Heather Cole said this property would be paying taxes. 

Tom Mattimore 134 Gertrude Street wanted to know why the drawing being shown tonight does not look like the plans that he looked over at the Village Hall.  The answer to his questions was that the plans he saw were very preliminary.
Maria Polson130 Gertrude she owned another property on Tuller Road and when the apartments went in over there it became a nightmare.  The cars fly up and down that street.  This [project] will only make it worse.  “Everyone I’ve talked to is opposed to this.  So I guess my question is; who makes the final decision on this?”  Attorney Cole said the Board does.  She further stated that she would ask that when the decision is being made, ask yourself if you would like this on your street?
Darlene Piper of 106 ½ Northfield Drive said she would not want this project in her neighborhood, and feels the Village has more than enough senior housing.   She stated that we will be known as the senior citizen capital.
Mayor Browning thanked everyone for coming and participating in the public hearings.  The second public hearing was closed at 6:57 p.m.
The Village of North Syracuse Regular Board Meeting was called to order at 6:54 p.m. with Mayor Browning leading those present to recite the Pledge of Allegiance. 

ROLL CALL:  Mayor Diane Browning, Trustee Fred Fergerson and Trustee Chuck Henry were present.  Deputy Mayor Mark Atkinson and Trustee Gary Butterfield were excused.

PERSONNEL PRESENT:  Village Clerk Christine Pollock, Village Treasurer Dianne Kufel, Village Attorney Heather Cole, Village Engineer James Trasher, Police Chief Tom Connelly,  Fire Chief Pat Brennan, Codes Enforcement Officer Wayne Dean, DPW Superintendent Gary Wilmer, Parks & Recreation Director Teresa Roth. 

	
	APPROVAL OF MINUTES 


Village Clerk Christine Pollock said there was a typo in the first draft of the 02/24/11minutes within the “Roll Call” section, which has since been corrected and sent to the Mayor and Board for approval.

Trustee Fergerson made a motion to approve the amended minutes from the February 24, 2011 board meeting.  Trustee Henry recused himself because he was not present at the last meeting.  Approval of the 02/24/11 minutes was tabled until the next Board Meeting (03/24/11). 

	RESOLUTION 046-11
	 GENERAL FUND ABSTRACT #21:


Trustee Fergerson made a motion to approve General Fund Abstract #21 in the amount of $109,269.10 covering vouchers #1114 to #1199; Trustee Henry seconded the motion.  The motion was carried unanimously. 

CITIZEN’S VOICE: 
 Mayor Browning asked if anyone wanted to speak during the Citizen’s Voice portion of the meeting.  
Travis Croshier of 131 Gertrude Street said he lives two doors down from where these apartments want to go, and if it [the parcel] is changed to (RM) Multiple Family, he WILL put his house up for sale.  The traffic is too busy now, to add all those units is just ridiculous.


Peter Asterino wanted to know what the Board’s obligation is to the residents of Gertrude Street, with regard to the rezoning issue discussed earlier.  If twenty three people out of twenty five people are opposed to it what bearing does that have on the Board’s decision?  Attorney Cole answered; “To listen and take their views and concerns under advisement.” 

Mayor Browning said the Board is responsible to make decisions based on the best interest of the entire village, not the residents of one street.  Mr. Asterino stated that if this re-zoning is allowed to happen, he will sue the Village.
Resident Ken Ryan said he has lived on Herman Drive for thirty (30) years without a stop sign at the intersection of Herman and Wells Ave. West, and doesn’t understand why the Village wasted the time and the money to put one there now.  There are too many stop signs in this Village now.  This had to go before the Public Safety Committee, what did they recommend?  Mayor Browning said “to put a stop sign there”.  Chief Brennan disagreed.  He said the safety committee (under Deputy Mayor Atkinson) said it was not needed, but then a Trustee brought it to the Board to get approval.  After further discussion, it was agreed that the minutes would be reviewed before further discussion, especially since Mr. Atkinson was not present to comment.  Mr. Ryan further stated that the residents of a street, such as Gertrude, who are concerned because people are going too fast down the street, call the police and have them “get the speeders, don’t make the rest of us pay because of them.”  Trustee Henry said there are a lot of kids that walk to school down that road to take the path to the Junior High, don’t you think their safety is worth it?  Mr. Ryan response was, if a kid doesn’t know how to look both ways by that age, they don’t belong walking anywhere.  Trustee Henry responded, “I understand but kids are kids.”  There are a lot of other times he has wanted to come to public hearings but the times have been changed around so he can’t come because he is at work.
Chet “Pete” Vinch said he has lived on Van Mara for 40 years, he is against building the apartment complex on Gertrude or Maxwell or any place in that area.  The problems of traffic and noise, and there are already too many of these in the village as it is.

Darlene Piper 106 ½ Northfield said she is against the 4:30 meetings, and thinks they are awful.  Other municipalities have them later in the evening so people can get home from work, eat dinner and then attend.  She complained that the minutes are not kept on the website long enough.  Other websites have them archived.  The other issue she wanted to speak on is the Dog Catcher.  “Why is she out cruising around the neighborhoods?”  The Mayor replied “She is looking for strays or dog walkers that are not picking up after their animals.  This Village is well known for NOT having major dog problems.”  Ms. Piper responded that she (the dog catcher) goes down her street the same time every day; “she should change her schedule up because the dogs know when she comes by now”.  With the prices of gas as high as it is, why doesn’t she wait for a call to come in instead of cruising around the village?  The Mayor said she does sometimes stay in the office and answer phones.
The Mayor thanked everyone for their comments.
OLD BUSINESS

	RESOLUTION 047-11
	APPROVAL OF FEE SCHEDULE 
DOOR TO DOOR  SOLICITORS:


Attorney Heather Cole read aloud the new fee schedule proposal, as a courtesy to the resident’s present.  All members of the Board were provided with same last week for their review.  Trustee Fergerson made a motion to approve the new fee schedule as described; Trustee Chuck Henry seconded the motion.  The motion was carried unanimously. (see attachment #1)

	 
	LOSAP SERVICE AWARD AUDIT APPROVAL 


Treasurer Kufel said she just received a second proposal this afternoon, although not required, and realizes the Board has not had an opportunity to look over the proposals.  The Board was in full agreement, and tabled the matter to March 24th.
NEW BUSINESS:

	
	APPROVAL - BUDGET MEETING MINUTES 


Trustee Henry said he was not present during the 02/23/11 meeting, therefore he is recusing himself.  Mayor Browning said the matter will be tabled to the next meeting when other trustees are present. (03/24/2011)  

	
	CREATE NEW CLASSIFICATION FOR DPW


DPW Superintendent Gary Wilmer asked the Board to create a new job classification of Public Works Maintenance Worker because the civil service description best describes the jobs performed on a day to day basis.  This will not require a new hire, however the classification change would enable the individual to drive and operate all equipment (with the proper licensing) and eliminate “out of title pay”.   Trustee Henry asked if there would be a wage difference.  Mr Wilmer said that would have to be negotiated with the union.  Trustee Fergerson then moved to table this matter for a later meeting so all of the trustees could be present.  Mayor Browning again tabled this matter for the next meeting, with both trustees approval. 

	RESOLUTION 048-11
	RECLASSIFICATION OF PARKS & REC POSITIONS FOR SUMMER HELP:


Director Teresa Roth has been working with the County Personnel Department to reclassify the positions in her department to more accurately describe their duties.  She completed and submitted the P-300 forms, which the County approved and returned for the Board’s approval.   Trustee Fergerson asked if there would be any change in wages due to the reclassification.  It does not create additional summer positions it merely better identifies their duties and bring the roster up to date.  Trustee Henry asked for confirmation that this reclassification would not add 
any positions and the pay scales would remain the same as last year.  Ms. Roth said that is correct.  Trustee Fergerson moved to authorize the Mayor to sign the necessary documents to make the changes; Trustee Henry seconded the motion.  The motion was carried unanimously. 
	RESOLUTION 049-11
	PUBLIC HEARING TO FURTHER 

AMEND LOCAL LAW 202-14:


Mayor Browning said she would like to table this matter until the full board is present.  Attorney Cole said earlier there was discussion about excluding the Village from this law, and it was also brought up again tonight during the public meeting.  The Mayor agreed that a Public Hearing will be held on April 14th, 2011 at 6:29 to discuss the amended law, which will also exclude village snow removal within its body.  Trustee Fergerson made a motion to hold a public hearing with the exemption wording in place; Trustee Henry seconded the motion. The motion was carried unanimously 
	
	REZONING 137 GERTRUDE STREET:


Mayor Browning said the County has not responded so the Board will table further discussion until we receive the documentation from the County Planning Board.  To accommodate those who cannot attend 4:30 meetings, we will table this matter to April 14th, 2011 at 6:30 pm.
ATTORNEY REPORT:   Nothing to report.
ENGINEER REPORT:    Nothing to report.
 DEPARTMENT HEAD REPORTS:
TREASURER REPORT:  Treasurer Dianne Kufel said she is working with the Comptroller’s office regarding a full audit of the LOSAP/Service Award Program (retirement program for volunteer fire fighters).  As she stated earlier she has received proposals from two reputable firms.  She is also looking into the possible liability from EEOC.  We had our third budget meeting yesterday, and just a reminder that the next budget meeting will be held on TUESDAY, MARCH 22nd at 1:30pm.

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS: Superintendent Gary Wilmer said he hopes it stops snowing soon.  He reported that his department used over 300 tons of salt last month, and just over a thousand tons has been used for the season, so we’re in decent shape. 
CODES ENFORCEMENT:   Nothing to report.

PARKS AND RECREATION:  Director Teresa Roth said she just had a few calendar items to announce for the month of April.  We have the Easter egg hunt scheduled for those youngsters in the Village 11 years if age and under on Saturday April 16, 2001 call the parks office to sign up for that.  Earth Day will be celebrated on April 30th this year with all types of refreshments provided to everyone who volunteers their time.  Call the parks office to sign up to help clean up the village.
FIRE DEPARTMENT:  Chief Brennan asked if he could read something to the Board.  The Mayor agreed.  Chief Brennan stated, “I’d like to serve this memo as notice to the Village of a hazardous condition at 109 Chestnut Street in front of the Fire Station.  The sidewalks outside the main door and the entrance door for Firefighters are glazing over with ice.  The icy condition is caused by water dripping onto the sidewalk and then freezing, The water is not being drained by the gutter system because the heat trace system used to keep the gutters open and flowing is broken,   I submitted a requisition to the Village for repair of the system on February 14, 2011, but to date I have not been granted permission to expend the funds.  The General Fund Detail of Expenditures, published by the Treasurer, dated January 31, indicates the Fire Department has $122,006.  I project that my fixed expenses and estimate the Fire Department’s unencumbered balance to approximately $50,000.  My only concern is the safety of the firefighters, who are hurrying in to the Fire Station to respond to an emergency.  I would strongly suggest remediating this hazardous condition at your earliest convenience.  So icy sidewalks could potentially cause a serious liability for the Village in the event of a slip and fall on the sidewalk.  As the Fire Chief I’m asking again for the board, I got no feedback other from Trustee Butterfield that asked me in regards to some questions about the repairs.  Nobody else on the Board [inaudible] it’s been sitting there for a month and now I hope no firefighter gets hurt, I’m now filing this with the Village Clerk. So I hope that for the safety of the firefighters you would think about them. Granted right now it’s raining out there, but we’ve had icy conditions and I don’t need to put ice melt out there.  If someone had a concern about it you are paying for my cell phone, or a portion of my cell phone, so all you had to do is pick up the phone and tell me that.  So I am very disappointed that I had to put the Village on Notice, so have at it.”
The Mayor responded that one of the reasons the requisitions hadn’t been signed is because her understanding was that he [Fire Chief] wanted a guarantee that this would be fine with his budget, and we could offer no guarantee.  The Chief then said it had nothing to do with the budget it was handed in before the moratorium was in place. The Mayor thanked him and moved on with the meeting.
POLICE DEPARTMENT:  Nothing to report.  

DEPUTY MAYOR/TRUSTEES REPORT

Trustee Chuck Henry – Trustee Henry said he was pretty excited to see a room full of residents here tonight.   He stated he was happy to hear them expressed their comments and concerns and as Trustee, he will take everything he has heard into consideration.

 Trustee Fred Fergerson said he would echo those comments [as Trustee Henry] and he wished everyone a Happy St. Patrick’s Day next week.  He stated a Public Safety Committee meeting was held last Monday and they changed meeting time to 4:00 in the afternoon.  The next date is June 6th at 4pm in the small room downstairs.  He stated that the members are currently reviewing the noise ordinances in the Village.  

Deputy Mayor Atkinson was excused.
Trustee Butterfield was excused. 

Mayor Browning said she is encouraged to see everyone here tonight, although she wishes they were happier, however she is sure we will work it out as a Village.  She stated that we are still working on the budget to keep the services for our residents and at the same time keeping the costs down.
Trustee Fergerson made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:26 p.m.; Trustee Henry seconded the motion.   The motion was carried unanimously. 
Respectfully submitted,

Christine Pollock
Village Clerk
Fee Schedule for Peddlers/Solicitors/Hawkers

$30 for the initial application - which includes an individual’s background check. The permit is valid for the month in which it is issued from 9 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. (each month will be a different color so Police can immediately identify invalid permits).  Each permit will be numbered and a log will be kept for each permit issued.  Hopefully the website will help the residents if they need any further validation.

$20/month for each additional month thereafter throughout that calendar year.  The applicant must contact the Clerk to pick up the proper permit for each month. 

$10 to replace a lost application (one time only).
The Clerk will notify the Police and Codes Department as to the permit color for each month.  Residents may also go online to our website where a list of permits could be posted

Respectfully, 

Christine Pollock

Village Clerk
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