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PUBLIC HEARING #1
 The Mayor opened the meeting at 4:29 by explaining the reason for this hearing is to consider the funding request for the 2011 Community Development Project in the Village of North Syracuse.  Mayor Browning turned the floor over to Village Engineer James Trasher for further explanation.  Mr. Trasher said that in conjunction with the Village’s Five (5) year Plan, his office will file the grant application for $100,000 to continue the sidewalks and curbing between Lynhurst Avenue and Elm Street.  Mayor Browning asked if anyone had any questions or comments.  Darlene Piper of 101 ½ Fairfield Avenue asked if they are doing the side walk in front of the bank (Seneca Federal), and wanted to know why all the sidewalks aren’t in as good a shape as the ones in front of NAVAC.  Mr. Trasher said the area she referenced is not included in this phase.  Deputy Mayor Atkinson said the sidewalk in front of NAVAC is painted.  He further stated that the DPW watches for any fixes needed during their spring clean up and just because the sidewalk isn’t in the new phase doesn’t mean it won’t be repaired when weather permits.  DPW Superintendent stated that the area in front of NAVAC is also 5 ½ feet off of the road, which is far enough to avoid the salt from the plows, therefore alleviating pitting.  Trustee Butterfield asked where the Village is going to get the money to contribute to this “in kind”  project, and also questioned whether we can bid it in two phases?  Mr. Trasher said that can be done.  

Mayor Browning asked if there were any other comments or questions.  The Mayor asked two more times if anyone wished to speak on the issue at hand; no one responded.  The first public hearing ended at 4:40 p.m.

PUBLIC HEARING #2

Mayor Browning opened the second public hearing to discuss amending the fee schedule to include licenses for Peddler’s and Solicitors going door to door in the Village of North Syracuse.  She further stated that we currently require these people to register with the Village Clerk; however we do not charge a fee.  Darlene Piper of 101 ½ Fairfield Avenue asked if other villages charge for this; and wanted to know if the Girl or Boy Scouts would be charged.  The Mayor responded by reading various fees from other municipalities.  As far as Scouts,  “No, they are exempt from the fee.”  David Robinson of Sleethe Mills asked who would be responsible for enforcement.  Police Chief Connelly stated the Village Police are responsible and routinely stop anyone they see in the village going door to door to make sure they are carrying the proper permit.  Trustee Fred Fergerson said since we already register them, we now need to charge them for the process.  

Mayor Browning asked if anyone else would like to speak for or against charging a fee for door to door solicitors/peddlers/hawkers.  The Mayor asked two more times. No one wished to speak.  The second public hearing was closed at 4:44 p.m.  

The Village of North Syracuse Regular Board Meeting was called to order at 4:45 p.m. with Mayor Browning inviting everyone present to join in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

ROLL CALL:  Mayor Diane Browning, Deputy Mayor Mark Atkinson, Trustee Gary Butterfield, and Trustee Fred Fergerson were present.  Trustee Chuck Henry was excused.

PERSONNEL PRESENT:  Village Clerk Christine Pollock, Village Treasurer Dianne Kufel, Village Attorney Heather Cole, Village Engineer James Trasher, Police Chief Tom Connelly,  Codes Enforcement Officer’s Wayne Dean, DPW Superintendent Gary Wilmer, Parks & Recreation Director Teresa Roth.   No one was present to represent the Fire Department. 
	RESOLUTION 037-11
	APPROVAL OF MINUTES 


Trustee Gary Butterfield made a motion to approve the minutes from the February 10, 2011 board meeting.  Deputy Mayor Mark Atkinson seconded the motion.  The motion was carried unanimously. 

	RESOLUTION 038-11
	 GENERAL FUND ABSTRACT #20:


Trustee Fergerson made a motion to approve the General Fund Abstract #20 in the amount of $58,252.58 covering vouchers #1083 to #1113; Deputy Mayor Atkinson seconded the motion.  The motion was carried unanimously. 
CITIZEN’S VOICE:  Mayor Browning asked if anyone wanted to speak during the Citizen’s Voice portion of the meeting.  No one wished to speak.

OLD BUSINESS
	RESOLUTION 039-11
	AMEND RETIREE CONTRIBUTION EFFECTIVE DATE IN RESOLUTION NO. 289-10:


Trustee Fergerson made a motion to approve amending Resolution 289-10 (adopted -12/21/10) so the effective date retirees are required to contribute toward their health care benefits is June 1, 2011, not   July 1, 2011.  Deputy Mayor Atkinson seconded the motion.  The motion was carried unanimously. 
	RESOLUTION 040-11
	ANIMAL SHELTER BIDS:


Trustee Gary Butterfield made a motion to authorize the Mayor to sign the CNY SPCA contract as the Villages’ animal shelter.  Deputy Mayor Atkinson seconded the motion.  The motion was carried unanimously.  
	RESOLUTION 041-11
	BUDGET MEETING MINUTES


Trustee Fergerson made a motion to approve the minutes from the February 9, 2011 budget meeting, the motion was seconded by Trustee Butterfield and carried unanimously.
NEW BUSINESS:
	RESOLUTION 041-11
	CLEANING BIDS FOR VILLAGE HALL 

AND COMMUNITY CENTER:


Director Teresa Roth announced that she received bids from three (3) companies.  The bids were opened on February 22, 2011 at 10:00 am.  Ms. Roth forwarded a comparison of the bids to all of the board members for review.  At this time, Ms. Roth recommends hiring Immaculate Cleaning.  She said the owner Michael Welch is present, and is also a village resident.  Deputy Mayor Mark Atkinson made a motion to hire Immaculate Cleaning effective April 1, 2011 until March 31, 2012.  Trustee Fergerson seconded the motion.  The motion was carried unanimously. 
	RESOLUTION 042-11
	AGREEMENT WITH SYRACUSE SIGNAL:


Deputy Mayor Atkinson made a motion authorizing Mayor Browning to sign the annual traffic light maintenance agreement with Syracuse Signal. Trustee Fergerson then seconded the motion.  The motion was carried unanimously. Trustee Fergerson noted that number four (4) of the agreement regarding recommendations for equipment upgrade; they (Syracuse Signal) should let us know if it is not up to code prior to an upgrade recommendation. 
	RESOLUTION 043-11
	AUTHORIZATION TO HIRE

A PART TIME OFFICER:


Chief Connelly has requested authorization to hire Daniel L. Leneker as a part time Police Officer at an hourly rate of $17.57, with no benefits.  He has five (5) years experience and is currently employed by Cicero Police Dept.  Trustee Butterfield made a motion to authorize the 

Chief’s request; Deputy Mayor Atkinson seconded the motion.  The motion was carried unanimously.

	
	TOLL ROAD PARK RIGHT OF WAY:


DPW Superintendent Gary Wilmer expressed his concern about the narrow right of way in the Toll Road senior housing complex.  He said the width of the road narrows from twenty four (24) feet to nineteen (19) feet where it exits to Chestnut Street and he is concerned about snow plowing that section.  Codes Enforcement Officer Wayne Dean said it’s difficult to change it at this point in construction, but not impossible.  After continued discussion, Mayor Browning said she wanted a committee formed, with all of the key players so this can be resolved.  She wants the committee to report directly to the board as soon as possible.
ATTORNEY REPORT:   Attorney Cole had nothing to report.
ENGINEER REPORT:  James Trasher had nothing to report.
 DEPARTMENT HEAD REPORTS:
POLICE DEPARTMENT:  Chief Connelly reported that his officers apprehended a suspect for reportedly taking liquor from Peter’s Liquor’s in Maine’s Plaza.  After further investigation they obtained a confession from the suspect that enabled them to resolve similar cases in the Town of Clay and Town of Cicero .  
TREASURER REPORT:  Treasurer Dianne Kufel said she wanted to mention the moratorium on spending since February 18th that means every requisition requires three (3) signatures regardless of the amount.  We had our second budget meeting and all of the departments have come together and tightened things up. Preliminarily it looks like a net increase of around seven percent (7%).  There are two more meetings scheduled and we will continue to work diligently.  I would like to change the March 23rd Budget Meeting to March 22nd at 1:30 p.m. if that is alright with everyone.  One other item I’d like to mention, I am working with the Fire Chief to comply with a law in place since 2008 which requires a full audit of the LOSAP/Service Award Program (retirement program for volunteer fire fighters) that is going to be costly, and hopefully will be in the new budget.  She stated she was working with the State Comptroller on it now.
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS: Superintendent Gary Wilmer reported that his department had a volunteer PESH inspection last week.  They did a complete walk through and inspected all records, and other than a couple minor bookkeeping corrections they did very well.

CODES ENFORCEMENT:  Wayne Dean had nothing to report.
PARKS AND RECREATION:  Teresa Roth said the pool opens in four months!
FIRE DEPARTMENT:  No one was present.
DEPUTY MAYOR/TRUSTEES REPORT
Trustee Fred Fergerson said he wanted to congratulate Deputy Mayor Atkinson for his Wall of Distinction honor at the CNS High School this Friday.  

Trustee Fergerson further reported that during the last meeting a resident complained about a neighbor blowing snow on his property prohibiting him from accessing his yard to clean the snow from his roof; and after asking the Codes Department and Police Department, there was nothing the Village could do for him.  Trustee Fergerson said he later spoke with Village Attorney Cole about amending section 202.14 of the Village Code to include private property (the law currently covers streets, public places and thoroughfares). Attorney Cole then stated that if the board is in agreement, a public hearing must set. 

	RESOLUTION 044-11
	SCHEDULE A PUBLIC HEARING 

TO AMEND LOCAL LAW 202-14:


Trustee Fergerson made a motion to hold a public meeting on March 10th at 6:28 p.m. for the purpose of discussing amending Local Law §202-14 to include private property.  Deputy Mayor Atkinson seconded the motion, the motion was carried unanimously.

Trustee Fergerson also wanted to remind everyone that the Village of North Syracuse Fire Department is participating in the S.A.F.E. program, installing free smoke alarms for those who fill out a simple application and make an appointment with the Village Clerk.  The Teams will install the smoke alarms (10 year warranty) on March 13th between the hours of 8:00 am and 3:00 pm.  Applications are available on line or at the Village Hall.  The next Public Safety meeting will be held on March 7th at 4:30 p.m. downstairs [Community Center].
Deputy Mayor Mark Atkinson wanted to thank the department heads for stepping up and making the cuts to aid in the budget process.  He also reported there will be an Employee Safety Meeting coming up and it would be helpful if DPW brought their PESH results.
Trustee Chuck Henry – Trustee was excused.  
Trustee Gary Butterfield said our treasurer is being kind about the budget figures.  The increase in the Village is really about 14% increase.  That is, if we don’t get a 2% cap on property tax which would leave us in approximately a $300,000 hole.  With the County taking the sales tax revenue the Village just doesn’t have it, and that’s reality.  He also wanted to thank the department heads for their cooperation during this process.

Mayor Browning said she would also like to acknowledge the efforts of all the departments who were already operating on bare bones and are making cuts that they know will hurt them, but it has to be done.   We’re going to keep struggling to get the job done the way the residents want, with as little increase as possible, but it’s a tough job.
Trustee Butterfield made a motion to adjourn the meeting; Trustee Fergerson seconded the motion.   The motion was carried unanimously.  The meeting was adjourned at 5:03 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Christine Pollock

Village Clerk
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